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Letter of thanks from Pastor Mark 

Dear Ones: 

Words are inadequate to describe what is in my heart as I retire from active ministry in your midst. Your planning and carrying 
out of the celebration on July 29th was in a word, overwhelming. From the altar flowers, matching the flowers on the head 
table; the Choir singing “We thank you, Mark” in their well sung anthem; the stellar fellowship luncheon—so well executed—
no one hungry (talk about loaves and fishes!), and the ice-cream (toppings to boot!) and beautiful cake were a fine ending of 
this meal together. Thank you! 

Then, the speakers, the generous, generous gifting: financial gifts from Church Family, Women’s Fellowship, Men’s 
Fellowship; the anticipated beauty of a Star Magnolia for our yard; a key to the City of Somersworth, and the many, many 
cards and well wishes on social media and in person—it took me a few days to really comprehend all that had taken place. 
Thank you! 

I know so many were involved, and I will not delve into names other than the Co-chairs, Kathy Latchaw and Rich Whitten 
who involved a lot of people to help make this a shared time, as well as a time of sharing. I will do my best, over the coming 
weeks, to reach out in a more personal way. If I overlook someone, I apologize in advance and here say: Thank you! 

I did receive many cards with blessings that have taken many forms. I heard from friends and colleagues who could not be 
present, and celebrate my family constellation who were able to be present—many were at my ordination 33 years ago at First 
Parish Church, Somersworth—so it was a fitting, “full circle” for them, and so many others to be present on July 29th. 

The worship service included in the order of worship, a Liturgy of Farewell—to name the ending of my pastoral ministry 
among you. With patience and the ever-present guidance of the Holy Spirit, an Interim Minister will be chosen, and with the 
unfolding search process, you will call another Pastor and Teacher. To these ministers you must now turn, and from them 
receive pastoral care. Our relationship is different—the love and care continue, but in decidedly different ways under the light 
and grace of Jesus Christ.  

Do know that I hold this church, you—it’s people, this community called First Parish Church in my prayers, in my heart. May 
the Still-speaking God grace us all with wisdom, purpose and transparency as the journey of life and faith continues on. I offer 
my deepest thanks and appreciation to you, the First Parish Church Family. 

To God be the glory! Alleluia!    ~Pastor Mark 



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
September 2, 2018 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 & Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 & Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
September 9, 2018 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 & Psalm 125 
Isaiah 35:4-7a & Psalm 146 
James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
September 16, 2018 

Proverbs 1:20-33 & Psalm 19 
Isaiah 50:4-9a & Psalm 116:1-9 or  

Wisdom of Solomon 7:26-8:1 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
September 23, 2018 

Proverbs 31:10-31 & Psalm 1 
Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22 or  

Jeremiah 11:18-20 & Psalm 54 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
September 30, 2018 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 & Psalm 124 
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 & Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

SEPTEMBER
LECTIONARIES

The Faith Formation committee has been busy planning 
their fall activities.   Our Sunday School classes will start 
on Sunday, September 16th. We will be holding our 
luncheon later in the fall. We will be hosting a Halloween 
Party in October and an Advent Craft fair in December. 
These will both be family friendly events. We will be 
holding monthly craft events at The Gathering Place in 
Somersworth.  

We would like to provide events for our youth not only 
on Sundays but also during the week. If you know of an 
activity you would like to see our church participate in, or 
you would like to see us initiate, please speak with Sue 
Vollkommer, or any member of the Faith Formation 
committee. We love hearing your ideas, and we are 
willing and anxious to try new things! 

On Sunday, October 7th, First Parish will be collecting 
for the Neighbors In Need special offering. NIN is a 
special mission offering of the UCC that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
US. Neighbors In Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose work 
ranges from direct service to community organizing 
and advocacy to address systemic injustice. The theme 
of this years NIN offering is "Love of Neighbor" and 
special consideration will be given to projects 
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and 
communities. On Sunday, October 7, please consider 
prayerfully how you can support the missions of 
Neighbors In Need.

FAITH FORMATION

NEIGHBORS IN NEED



        
The ministry of prayer is such a vital part of the shared 
life of First Parish Church! As the group met with Pastor 
Mark, some decisions were made as the group moves 
forward in their ministry of prayer. They share these 
aspects here for your awareness. 1) The group will 
maintain the list which they use, but rely on regular 
updates from people who request prayer support. Please 
keep a prayer group member informed—they will be in 
contact with one another to share the update. 2) The 
group grieves the loss of long-time member, Bertha Carr, 
but are very excited to announce that Carol Cummings 
just agreed to join our group. 3) They will invite the 
Interim Minister to a Prayer Group meeting, and after 
the Interim time, the next Called Pastor will be invited to 
a Prayer Group meeting. 4) The blue Sunday Prayer 
Cards will be retained and passed along to the Prayer 
Group. The Deacons will be asked to place these, or any 
other prayer requests in their mailbox in the copy room. 
5) The Deacons are aware of the contact information for 
the members of the Prayer Group and 6) Sending a Card 
from the church.  Nancy Brown has agreed to do this, 
she just needs to be given a name and address. Emailing 
Nancy Brown at obrownski@aol.com  would work best. 
Pastor Mark offers deep thanks for the continued prayer 
ministry, having experienced deep blessing through this 
partnership that makes such a difference in so many 
lives. 

Prayer Group Members:  
Sue Boucher, P. O. Box 7193, Gonic, NH 03839 
Dec-May:7556 Moriah Ave,  
Brookridge Community, Brooksville, FL 34613 
Cell: 603-617-6949  
Email: sznnboucher@yahoo.com 

Dottie Douglas, 20 Columbus Ave., #213, Rochester, 
NH 03867 
(603) 332-6113  
Email: dottiedouglas@metrocast.net  

Fran Karlik, 15 Church Hill Road, Durham, NH 03824 
(603) 397-5674 
Email: kinross2@comcast.net 

Carol Cummings, 6 Bennett St., Somersworth, NH 
03878 (603) 692-2450 
Email: johnandcarol55@comcast.net 

  Your Deacons have each taken a  
  portion of our Members &   
  Friends List [most often  
used for mailings, etc.], and     
the letter breakdown is as follows: 

A, B, C  Kathy Latchaw 603-978-0785  
D, E  Laurel Curtis  603-969-1815 
F, G  Bill Voye  603-742-5196 
H, I, J, K, L, M  Priscilla Chellis  603-698-5977 
N, O, P, Q, R, S (through Sue Sargent0  Geoff Day 
207-698-7614 
S (Scribner)-Z  Debbie Hall 207-698-1158 
  
 This breakdown means that each Deacon 
has “you under their wing.” All of the Deacons 
welcome your sharing of joys and concerns as we 
journey together.  

  Worship Leaders during the  
  month of September  

9/2    Rev. Dale Hempen 
9/9    Allen Storms 
9/16  Gerri Cannon 
9/23  Marc Cote 
9/30  Bruce Robbins 

As I write this the committee has packed 73 
backpacks to be delivered to the local 
elementary schools.   Thank you to all who 
donate to this cause. I have heard that many 
children start school without a backpack, and 
because of your generosity, the schools have 
backpacks to hand out to these children. Thank 
you to all who have donated. 

MISSIONS
PRAYER MINISTRY GROUP
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Lucille Berry, Studley Home, 15 Eastern Ave.,    
  Rochester, NH 03867 335-1241 
Edith Bowen, Jinny Burgess, The Residence at 
Silver Square, 100 Sterling Way, Dover, NH 
03820 
Gail Day, Langdon Place of Dover, 60 Middle     
  Rd, Dover, NH 03820    
Pat Hamel, The Manor at Canyon Lakes, #210,  
2802 West 35th Ave., Kennewick, WA 99337-2583 
Audrey Loika, 1 Huntington Common Dr., Apt.    
  208, Kennebunk, ME 04043 
Bob Philbrick, Berwick Estates,  
  75 Portland St., So. Berwick, ME 03908 
Janet Giffin, Wentworth Home,  795 Central 
Ave., Dover, NH  03820 

--and all who are residents in long-term care and  
assisted living facilities in our area.  

Please do send your cards and greetings.  

Nancy Anderson [hospice] 
Craig Breden [health] 
Eric Burgess [health] Jinny Burgess’ son 
Jinny Burgess [healing] 
Carol Cummings [healing] 
Gail Day [health] 
Mark Dudley [healing] son of Carroll & Barbara Dudley 
Dan Gaudreault [healing] Sue Boucher’s  nephew 
Kathe Johnson {health] Geoff Day’s sister 
Gloria Martel [health] Linda Farrell’s mother 
Marie Pelloni [health] Alan Storm’s sister-in-law 
Those who walk with mental health concerns, those who walk 
the pathway of treatment and recover from addiction. 

AND ongoing prayer focus during these days: 
• For our Carroll-Strafford Association Churches. 
• That God will bless and guide our Conference Minister, 

Rev. Gordan Rankin, and Associate Conference Minister, 
Rev. Richard Slater 

• Faith formation ministries for all ages - for building 
strong faith foundations, at all ages and stages of life. 

• Working together in community - to build community - 
and to implement strategies for prevention, while 
providing resources for treatment and recovery from 
substance misuse and its stigma. 

• Jesus said: Love God. Love Neighbor. Love Self.  
• Those serving in the Armed Services and in support 

capacities around the world.   
• Peace in our world; harmony in our relationships, hope 

in our active response for transformational change. 
• The UKAMA Partnership between the United Church of 

Christ in Zimbabwe and the NH Conference UCC. 
• Continued invitational ministry and mission here at First 

Parish United Church of Christ: invite, include, involve 
in the good news way of Christ! 

MINISTRY OF  
PRAYER & CONCERN

Our Monthly Newsletter 
can be accessed entirely online!  Check it  
out: www.somersworthfirstparish.org.  
Paper copies are available in the Narthex.   
If you prefer to have the newsletter sent to  
you in the mail, please send $20 with  
your name and address to: First Parish Church, P.O. Box 
228, Somersworth, NH 03878, Attn: Newsletter Editor.

Be the Church 
Protect the environment. Care for the poor.  

Forgive often. Reject racism.  
Fight for the powerless.  

Share earthly and spiritual resources. 
 Embrace diversity. Love God. Enjoy this life. 

God is still speaking 

The Purpose Statement, the UCC reason for 
being, is drawn from a passage in Matthew’s 
Gospel: To love God with all our heart, mind 
soul, and strength and our neighbor as 
ourselves.  

The Mission Statement: United in Spirit and 
inspired by God’s grace, we welcome all, love 
all, and seek justice for all.  

The Vision: United in Christ’s love, a just world 
for all. 

IN OUR THOUGHTS 
AND PRAYERS
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ALL ARE WELCOME! 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday Worship & Sunday School- 
10:00AM 
Fellowship Time Follows Worship 
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month. 
Ministers:  The  People of the Church 
Intrim Pastor:   
Christian Education Coordinator:  
Susan Vollkommer 
Moderator: Richard Whitten 
Co-Clerks:  Patty Cote & Debbie Hall 
Treasurer:  Linda Farrell 
Assistant Treasurer:  Richard Shepherd 
Organist/Choir Director:  Bette Daley 
Newsletter Team:  Debbie Hall-Editor, 
Priscilla Chellis-Calendar,  
Luise Watman-Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 Would you like to volunteer for a job that 
doesn’t take a lot of your time?  We have three 
opportunities! 

~   Prepare the monthly calendar 
~  Be responsible for the church library 

If you are interested in helping with any of these 
jobs, please contact Debbie Hall at 207-698-1158 or 
kenanddebhall@comcast.net.   

Sept. 1 Doug Whitten 
Sept. 2 Susan Nye, Kevin Pay 
Sept. 5 Joe Fortier 
Sept. 7 Richard & Julie Hurley 
Sept. 9 Sue Boucher, Derek Marshall 
Sept. 11 Ray Crouse 
Sep. 12 Wendy St.Jean 
Sept. 14 Nancie Cameron 
Sept. 15 Craig & Linda Breden 
Sept. 18 Shawn & Angela Richer 
Sept. 19 Nancy Brown, Helen MacKenzie,   
 Gregg Fournier, Trevor Richer 
Sept. 20 Nick Farrell 
Sept. 24 Dean & Robin Martin 
Sept. 26 Sherie Dinger, Susan Eastman

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-
based preventive health screenings will be in our 
community on Friday, November 30, 2018 at First 
Parish UCC. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk 
factors for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid 
Artery (plaque buildup-a leading cause of stroke), 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement or weak 
area in the main blood vessel that carries blood from the 
heart to the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial 
Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs), a Heart 
Rhythm Screening (an EKG to detect Atrial 
Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an Osteoporosis 
Risk Assessment for men and women. Being proactive 
about your health by knowing your risks helps you and 
your doctor address problems early. 

R e g i s t e r o n l i n e T O D A Y a t 
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle  and 
receive your Community Circle discount and your 
Preferred Appointment! 

If you would like to see your birthday  or 
anniversary listed in the newsletter, and are 
new to church or just never got around to it, 
please email me at:  lcwatman@comcast.net

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
VOLUNTEER
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Remember, every church activity is an 
opportunity for YOU to invite, include and 
involve someone who you know into our shared 
life here at First Parish Church.  

A Gentle Reminder:   
*  Sunday Bulletin announcements/information needs 
to be in writing to the Church Office by MONDAY, 
or, you may e-mail it directly to Debbie Hall at 
kenanddebhall@comcast.net    
*  Monthly Newsletter items MUST be submitted by 
the 3rd Friday [OR as noted in the monthly newsletter 
calendar]. Earlier is better! Email directly to Debbie 
Hall at kenanddebhall@comcast.net  Written items 
may be left in the pocket on the copy room door as 
well (just let Deb know!).  
*  Monthly calendar dates and times are submitted 
d i r e c t l y t o D e b b i e H a l l a t 
kenanddebhall@comcast.net  
*  Updates on birthdays, anniversaries may be sent to 
Luise Watman at lcwatman@comcast.net  

Note: If you serve on a committee, please 
communicate directly with your Committee Chair if 
you are unable to attend a scheduled meeting or event.   

Throughout the summer, the Deacons have kept busy 
covering Sunday services and planning ahead for 
September's Sundays now that Pastor Mark has retired and 
an interim is not yet onboard.  We thank the Men's 
Fellowship, the Women's Fellowship, Sharon Sirois and 
Geoff Day for leading us in worship throughout the month 
of August.   

On Sept 2nd, Rev. Dale Hempen from Durham will lead us 
through Communion Sunday; Sept. 9th Allen Storms will 
be our worship leader; Sept. 16th, Gerri Cannon will guide 
us; Sept. 23rd, Marc Cote is our Worship Leader and on 
Sept. 30th, Bruce Robbins will lead us through the service.  
We thank them all for graciously stepping up to do a 
Sunday and we give praise and support for each sharing the 
word of the Lord in their own unique way. 

Should you need to contact our Emergency Pastoral 
minister, please cal l Deacon Laurel Curt is at 
603-969-1815.  She will determine whether a minister 
should be contacted and if not, she will guide you in the 
right direction and help when possible.  All of the Deacons 
are here and available for visits and support. 

The sign-up sheet is out for upcoming Greeters and 
Scripture Readers during September and October.  As the 
list gets passed around during worship, please consider 
where you might help.  Also, please consider joining us on 
the Diaconate.  We are always looking for new members on 
the committee. 

Priscilla Chellis, Geoff Day, Bill Voye, Kathy Latchaw, 
Laurel Curtis and Debbie Hall 

DIACONATE

   Sympathy is extended to the  
  families of: 

Rev. Bill Hamel (7/21) Wife, Pat, and son, Bill, Jr..  
Services will be in September in Vermont. 
Lucette Stone (8/7) Sister of Sue Boucher 

Please remember these families in your prayers, as we 
ask the Lord to surround them with love and light.  

The Spaghetti Supper Committee is in need of  
2-3 people to join our Spaghetti Supper Team 
so that we can continue to provide the public 
suppers. 

Patty Cote has resigned from the committee and 
Tom Allen will not be available as often due to 
family obligations.   I would love to continue the 
suppers, but I need help. 

If you are willing to join the committee or would 
like more information, please contact me at 
kenanddebhall@comcast.net or 207-698-1158. 

A big thank you to Patty and Marc for all their 
help with the suppers.  Even though Marc was 
not on the supper’s committee, he put in a 
tremendous amount of time and effort to help 
make sure the suppers went well.  We also want 
to thank Pastor Mark who was also an enormous 
help for the suppers, saving us a lot of time and 
effort. They are all going to be greatly missed.  If 
we are able to continue the suppers, Marc has 
offered to help as much as he can. 

Thank you, 

Debbie Hall

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
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It has been a very busy summer - with Pastor Mark’s last service on July 29th and official retirement on 
August 31st we discussed what would be an appropriate gift for Pastor Mark after 33 wonderful years of 
ministry with First Parish Church - the final number was $15,000. And I know that seems like a lot of 
money (it is) but we had over $11,000 in the Sabbatical Fund that hadn’t been used in years - plus with 
Pastor Mark and his family living in the parsonage - there was never any discussion of a housing equity 
benefit - so a discussion took place amongst the Trustees and PPRC and we decided on that amount - if 
anyone wants any additional info please speak with one of the Trustees  

With expenses exceeding the summer months income the Trustees decided to withdraw $10,000 from the 
Consolidated Investment Funds to help us out with upcoming bills. 

Another popular topic has been the Parsonage - there was discussion on whether to keep it or sell it - we 
had an inspection done to see what items needed to be updated, repaired or replaced and also had a fair 
market analysis done by a local realtor - as of this writing (August 17) we plan to keep the parsonage and 
do work to have it ready for an interim pastor - there’s not an official date when it will be ready but 
hopefully no later than December 1st - we may revisit this topic again in a year or two depending on the 
process of hiring a settled pastor.  

We continue to seek guidance on the Leola Pepler Trust Fund - we have received a letter from Citizens 
Bank saying they would transfer the trust to another trustee - however, we are working with a lawyer, 
Susan Thibeau from Maine to see if we can terminate the trust or some other form of action - the Trustees 
will keep you posted on any developments  

There are 2 open spots on our committee for anyone interested😉  just speak to a Trustee!  

The Trustees continue to manage all the different aspects of our shared journey together here at First Parish 
and if you ever have any questions please feel free to contact any of us.  

Gregg Fournier, Ken Latchaw, Gerri Cannon and Bruce Robbins  

Finance Update as of 31 Jul 2018: 

Income/Expense  July 2018 YTD 2018 Checkbook Balance                                                
Income   $39,053  $107,664 $16,628              
Expense  $25,268  $97,066         
Net   $13,785  $10,598         
*  Note - Income YTD for 2018 includes $25,000 from Investment Funds 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Jinny Burgess is temporarily at Dover Rehabilitation & Living Center 
after falling.  She would love to hear from you. 

Her address and telephone number are: 
 Jinny Burgess 
 Dover Rehabilitation & Living Center, Room 47 
 307 Plaza Dr. 
 Dover, NH 03820 
 Tel. (603) 750-2874



I hope you all had a nice summer.  The Women’s Fellowship has continued to meet each Tuesday morning spending time 
chatting and making projects for the Holly Daze Fair which is Saturday, November 3rd.  We are hoping that you will 
consider helping out with one of the tables.  If you can help, please contact Kathy Latchaw at 427-8958. 

We are already gathering items for our baskets but we need your help with items to complete them.  You could bring in 
items for a particular basket, you could “adopt” a particular basket or you could give money so the “basket team” could 
get items needed to fill in baskets. 

These are some of the baskets we will be putting together and just some suggestions for them: 

*Girl’s basket: hair items, nail products, Barbies and outfits, princess themed items 
*Boy’s basket: Matchbox cars, sports items 
*Spa Day: hand cream, bath salts, nail polish 
*Patriot’s basket: items that would be fun to have at a Patriot’s game party 
*Bird basket: items to feed the birds or bird houses 
*Dog basket: toys, items that a dog might enjoy 
*Cat basket: items a cat might enjoy 
*Garden basket: coloring books, crayons, colored pencils, water colors 
*Movie basket: popular movies for families, popcorn, candy 
*New Baby basket: what might a new baby need? 
*Knitting basket: how to knit book, patterns for items, knitting supplies, yarn 
*Crochet basket: book on how to crochet, patterns for items, crochet supplies, yarn or thread 
Or any other basket ideas you can come up with. 

We are also planning on having a new table this year.  It is going to be a “Pet Table”.  We will be making dog scarves and 
dog biscuits.  We need dog and cat toys.  There will be bird suet and other items.  If you have an ideas, we welcome it. 

We could also use knitted, crocheted or sewed items and Thanksgiving  or Christmas decorations,  

If you have an idea for a new table, please let us know. 

We appreciate all your help as the money that is made goes back to help the church. 

This is a new chapter for our church family and, if we continue to work together and help each other, I believe we can do 
anything we set our minds to! 

Blessings to you. 

Kathy Latchaw 
klatchaw@comcast.net 

 

Mark & Kathy Rideout 
138 Rocky Hill Rd. 
Somersworth, NH 03878 
Home: 603-841-7368 
Email: razdad74@gmail.com 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Edith Bowen 
The Residence of Silver Square #315 
100 Sterling Way 
Dover, NH 03820
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