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JULY & AUGUST, 2019
Congratulations Rev. Norma!

5th Anniversary of her Ordination

Starting in June, we've been hearing about the beginnings of the church in the earliest days; how did they adjust to life
without Jesus among them every day? June 9th was Pentecost Sunday, when we celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit
to the church! Our transition time together here brings with it times of new beginnings in Somersworth, and I hope you
will join me in prayer that we will seek and be led by the Holy Spirit as we walk along together in faith.
The Holy Spirit was present in abundance on June 9th as we welcomed two new members to First Parish! Juliana
Carolina and Cecilia Rich joined us in covenant, and the whole congregation renewed our covenant, reciting together
our Statement of Faith and Covenant and our Open and Affirming Statement. What a joy it is to welcome new members
to this faith community!
To help with our communication with one another during this time of transition and in the future as well, the leadership
teams have all adopted a Communication Covenant. We'll be using this as well at all of the meetings for our transition
work, to remind us to be respectful and to honor our covenant together.
We continued the community presence in sponsoring the Somersworth High School Baccalaureate on June 3rd at the
High School. Our deacons and other helpers provided punch and cookies for the event, and I coordinated a group of
local clergy to be present to speak words of encouragement, joy, gratitude, and hope to the new graduates. In addition, I
coordinated several meetings with class officers, faculty, and administrators in preparation for the service. It is a joy and
inspiration to work with the young people of this community!
As I write this, I am preparing to travel to Milwaukee for UCC General Synod 2019. Every two years, General Synod
brings together thousands of faithful members of the United Church of Christ for formal church witness, inspirational
worship, and fellowship with friends old and new. The theme for General Synod 2019 is based on scripture from the
Gospel according to Matthew (Mt. 5.16): "In the same way, let your light shine before others." As Franz Rigert, the
Conference Minister for the Wisconsin Conference of the UCC put it, "When we light just one candle in the darkness, it
illuminates dimly, but when many candles are lit, and all let their lights shine, together we can bring brightness to the
world." When I return, I will be delighted to share the joy and light and accomplishments of General Synod 2109 with
you all!
Please be on the lookout for our next transition events, looking at our congregational history and creating a church life
timeline!
God bless you all!
Pastor Norma

Pastor Norma would love to meet
members of the church for coffee
or a bite to eat at a coffee shop, for
tea in the church office, or at home
for anyone for whom getting out
and about is difficult. Please give a call (603)
692-2057 (if there's no answer, please leave a
voicemail and Pastor Norma will be sure to get
back to you) or email (pastornorma@socialaw.com
or pastor@somersworthfirstparish.org) to set a date
and time!

FAITH FORMATION
We will be once again hosting our Story and Craft
Time at the Pines in Somersworth. We will be at the
Pines playground on Monday evenings, July 8, 15, and
22, from 6-7:30pm. We offer a bible story and another
fun story and then offer a craft that relates to the
theme of the stories. If you would like to volunteer to
read a story, please let Sue, Angie, or Rachel know.
We will be at the event to lead the craft.

IN OUR THOUGHTS
AND PRAYERS

MINISTRY OF
PRAYER & CONCERN

Edith Bowen & Jinny Burgess The Residence at
Silver Square, 100 Sterling Way, Dover, NH
03820
Gail Day, Langdon Place of Dover, 60 Middle
Rd, Dover, NH 03820
Toddy Eastman, Wentworth Home, 795 Central
Ave, Dover, NH 03820
Pat Hamel, The Manor at Canyon Lakes, #210,
2802 West 35th Ave., Kennewick, WA
99337-2583
Audrey Loika, Huntington Commons, 1
Huntington Common Dr., Apt. 208, Kennebunk,
ME 04043
Bob Philbrick, Berwick Estates,
75 Portland St., So. Berwick, ME 03908
--and all who are residents in long-term care and
assisted living facilities in our area.
Please do send your cards and greetings.

Sympathy is extended
to the families of
Colby Burbank III (March 24th)
Friend of Nancie Cameron
Donna Deranian (March 24th)
Close friend of Kathy Latchaw
~In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is
with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God~

Wendy Alves (St. Jean) [health]
Nancy Anderson [health]
Darryl Beliveau [health] Nancy McDonough’s sister
Ralph Blakeslee [healing] friend of the Vollkommer Family
Craig Breden [health]
Eric Burgess [health] Jinny Burgess’ son
Gail Day [health]
Mark Dudley [healing] son of Carroll & Barbara Dudley
Betty Foley [health]
Kathe Johnson [health] Geoff Day’s sister
Ruth Lucey [healing] Loved one of Mike & Sharon Sirois
Gloria Martel [health] Linda Farrell’s mother
Doug McFarland [health] Geoff Day’s cousin
Nancy McDonough [health]
Lindsey Richesin [health] Linda Palmer’s daughter
Steve Ricker [health] Connie Ricker’s son
Susan Sargent [healing]
Leann Schwartz [healing] Gregg Fournier’s sister and
Barbara Dudley’s daughter
Paul Talon [health] friend and co-worker of Sharon Sirois
Mike Watman [health]
Those who walk with mental health concerns, those who walk the
pathway of treatment and recover from addiction.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Our Monthly Newsletter
can be accessed entirely online! Check it
out: www.somersworthfirstparish.org.
Paper copies are available in the Narthex.
If you prefer to have the newsletter sent to
you in the mail, please send $20 with your
name and address to: First Parish Church,
P.O. Box 228, Somersworth, NH 03878,
Attn: Newsletter Editor.

•
•
•

AND ongoing prayer focus during these days:
For our Carroll-Strafford Association Churches.
That God will bless and guide our Interim Minister,
Rev. Dr. Norma Brettell
That God will bless and guide our Conference Minister,
Rev. Gordan Rankin, and Associate Conference Minister,
Rev. Richard Slater
Faith formation ministries for all ages - for building
strong faith foundations, at all ages and stages of life.
Working together in community - to build community - and to
implement strategies for prevention, while providing resources
for treatment and recovery from substance misuse and its
stigma.
Jesus said: Love God. Love Neighbor. Love Self.
Those serving in the Armed Services and in support capacities
around the world.
Peace in our world; harmony in our relationships, hope in our
active response for transformational change.
The UKAMA Partnership between the United Church of Christ
in Zimbabwe and the NH Conference UCC.
Continued invitational ministry and mission here at First
Parish United Church of Christ: invite, include, involve in the
good news way of Christ!

JULY
LECTIONARY
READINGS

AUGUST
LECTIONARY
READINGS

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
July 7, 2019
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30
Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
August 4, 2019
Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
July 14, 2019
Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82
Deuteronomy 30:9-14; Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10: 25-37

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
August 11, 2019
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
July 21, 2019
Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52
Genesis 18:1-10a; Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
August 18, 2019
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Green
July 28, 2019
Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85
Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - Green
August 25, 2019
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6
Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

MISSIONS
We were able to fill 16 Ditty Bags for The Seafarer's Friend. Thank you for all your donations to this.
The school Backpack project will begin June 23rd and we will collect items until August 11th. The sign up
sheets will be available in the Narthex on Sunday, June 23rd and you will notice some differences. After
speaking with the local schools, we have made changes to our list. The schools have given us a “wish list"
of items they really need for the classrooms, so we changed our list to be more accommodating with their
wishes. We will now be asking for: disinfecting wipes, tissues, healthy snacks (nut-free please), dry erase
markers, #2 pencils, glue sticks, single subject notebooks, blunt scissors, and post-it notes in assorted
colors and sizes. Thank you in advance for your help with this very worthwhile project.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Our major fund raiser is our Holly Daze Fair. We need any
help anyone can give us to make this a success. We will
have a food table, luncheon, animal gifts table, Christmas
table, sewing and knitting, basket table, a plant table. If you
can help with any of these tables or have an idea for a table,
please let Kathy Latchaw know. The fair will be Saturday,
November 2nd. We welcome new ideas!

July 1
July 7
July 12
July 17
July 20
July 22

We will continue working on projects on Tuesday mornings
form 9-11am and would love to have you join us!

July 23
July 24
July 27
July 29

Have a safe summer.
Thank you to Sheryl Parmenter for the
beautiful job she does with the gardens by
the downstairs’ doors.
The flowers and mulch are always maintained, making
everything very nice to look at for all entering the building.
She also tends to the pots by the road sign while Priscilla
Chellis oversees the flowers by the front door.

TRUSTEES
The Trustees appreciate all of the grounds work Dave Hamel and
Rich Whitten have done for our church. They have done an
exceptional job making sure all of the items that needed to be
repaired were taken care of. There is a new floor in the copy room
and the nursery will soon have one as well.
Dave Hamel has put a form in the Narthex, should there be
something that you see that needs fixing at our church, please fill
out the form and he will make sure it is taken care of.
The trustees brought the question of selling the parsonage to the
church community on June 9, 2019. There was discussion and then
the church members voted unanimously to start the process of
selling the parsonage. They will keep everyone updated about this.
Have a safe summer. The Trustees will meet again in September. If
you have any questions or concerns don't hesitate to contact us.
Many blessings, The Trustees

Pete & Sue Vollkommer
Bill Cox
Carol Cummings
Clay & Linda Oelkuct
Elaine Goodberry
Mary Horton
Chris & Dave Stolpe
Cynthia Jutras
Nancy Day, Allison St.Jean
Jordan Brown
Peter Vollkommer

Aug. 1 Terry Burk
Aug. 2 Tom Allen, Patty Cote,
Sylor Vollkommer
Aug. 8 John & Barbara Pay
Aug 9 Dee Drake
Aug. 12 Dean Martin
Aug. 13 Mike & Sharon Sirois
Aug 14 Chris Stolpe, Kim Conley
Aug 17 Ele Janetos, Fran Nichols
Aug 23 Cassidy Richer,
Richard & Cynthia Jutras
Aug 24 Jim Goodberry
Aug. 25 Linda Palmer
Aug. 28 Linda Breden, Julie Anderson
Aug. 29 Joanne Anderson

A Gentle Reminder:
* Sunday Bulletin announcements/information
needs to be in writing to the Church Office by
TUESDAY, or you may e-mail it directly to
Debbie Hall at kenanddebhall@comcast.net
* Monthly Newsletter, Calendar and updates
on birthdays or anniversary items MUST be
submitted by the 1st Friday [OR as noted in the
monthly newsletter calendar]. Earlier is better!
Email directly to Debbie Hall at
kenanddebhall@comcast.net
Written items
may be left in the pocket on the copy room
door as well (just let Deb know!).
Note: If you serve on a committee, please
communicate directly with your Committee
Chair if you are unable to attend a scheduled
meeting or event.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

PASTOR-PARISH
RELATIONS
COMMITTEE

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday Worship & Sunday School10:00AM
Fellowship Time Follows Worship
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first
Sunday of each month.

The PPRC is forming the Transition Team and we are looking for
volunteers. The Transition Team will be the next step in moving
forward towards our ultimate goal of finding a Settled Pastor. But
there are a lot of things that need to be done before we get to that
point, and we need people to help.
We held an Informational Meeting on Sunday, June 2nd to
explain what it is all about. We will be working on several
different areas, and there will be ample opportunities to be a part
of this important next step.

Ministers: The People of the Church
Interim Pastor: Rev. Norma Brettell
Faith Formation Coordinator:
Susan Vollkommer
Moderator: Richard Whitten
Co-Clerks: Patty Cote & Debbie Hall
Treasurer: Linda Farrell
Assistant Treasurer: Richard Shepherd
Organist/Choir Director: Bette Daley
Newsletter & Calendar Editor:
Debbie Hall

Our first Transition Team meeting will be held on July 14th,
following worship. We hope you will join us!
This is a very important part of our interim period, and we hope
you will join us to help move forward in the process.

PRAYER GROUP
MINISTRY

Be the Church
Protect the environment. Care for the poor.
Forgive often. Reject racism.
Fight for the powerless.
Share earthly and spiritual resources.
Embrace diversity. Love God. Enjoy this life.
God is still speaking

Do you know someone who needs prayers?
Please contact one of the Prayer Group
members listed below.

The Purpose Statement, the UCC reason for being, is drawn
from a passage in Matthew’s Gospel: To love God with all our
heart, mind soul, and strength and our neighbor as ourselves.

Carol Cummings, 6 Bennett St., Somersworth,
NH 03878
(603) 692-2450
Email: johnandcarol55@comcast.net

The Mission Statement: United in Spirit and inspired by God’s
grace, we welcome all, love all, and seek justice for all.
The Vision: United in Christ’s love, a just world for all.

Remember, every church activity is an opportunity for
YOU to invite, include and involve someone who you
know into our shared life here at First Parish Church.
You are the face of First Parish Church!

Prayer Group’s next meeting is June 6th.
Prayer Group Members:

Dottie Douglas, 20 Columbus Ave., #213,
Rochester, NH 03867
(603) 332-6113
Email: dottiedouglas@metrocast.net
Fran Karlik, 15 Church Hill Road, Durham,
NH 03824
(603) 397-5674
Email: kinross2@comcast.net

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Please note worship will begin at 9:30AM in July & August.
Our newest members, Juliana Carolina and Cecilia Rich were
received into our church on June 9th. Welcome to both of them!
21st

3rd

Rev. Norma will be on vacation from July
to August
and
from August 25th to September 7th. Communion in September will
be held on September 8th.
Our Worship Leaders during her vacation are:
July 21st
July 28th
25th

August
September 1st

Marc Cote
Women’s Fellowship,
led by Kathy Latchaw
Geoff Day
Men’s Group, led by Dave Hamel

Our emergency on-call pastors will be: Rev. Dr. Jill Small from the
Community Church of Durham from July 21st to July 27th and July
30 to August 3rd. Emergency coverage on July 28th and July 29th
will be announced soon. Rev. Paige Bessie-Rankin from the Dover
UCC will provide pastoral emergency coverage from August 25th to
September 7th. In the event of an emergency need please call the
deacon contact Geoff Day at 207-752-2101, who will be in touch
with the minister on call. Non-emergency church family needs are
channeled through the Deacons, who can assist with a visit, phone
call, or in some other way.
At the last meeting, the Deacons voted to fly the Open & Affirming
flag in June for Pride month. Have you noticed the flag hanging
from a tree by our street sign?
Geoff Day presented to the deacons the information for our street
sign, which was recently approved by the City of Somersworth.
Diane Chessman will ask a friend who makes signs for a quote.
More information to follow in the coming months.
We are sad to announce that Dave Hamel has resigned from the
Diaconate so he can focus on his position with the TrusteesBuildings & Grounds. Thank you, Dave, for all you do at First
Parish!
First Parish Church hosted Somersworth High School’s
Baccalaureate again this year which was held on Monday, June 3rd.
Rev. Norma was one of many of the area’s clergy who spoke to 16
senior and approximately 30 visitors. Thank you to Pat Whitten,
Sharon Sirois, Rev. Norma Brettell and Debbie Hall who provided
snacks for the event and to Kathy Latchaw and Debbie Hall for
helping at the ceremony.

Thank you to everyone who helped to make
May’s Spaghetti Supper a success.
We
appreciate you and all you do!
After expenses, we earned $557 for our May
supper. So far this year, we have donated
$2,484 to the church’s general account.
We will be taking a summer break and will be
back in September.
Our suppers in the Fall will be on:
* September 28
* October 26
* November 23rd (please note that our
November supper is on the 4th Saturday of the
month, not the last Saturday.)

To My Church Family,
Thank you for the beautiful flowering plant
arrangement along with the monetary gift
given to me during worship on June 16th.
Although hard to believe to many, I really
enjoyed the many years of cleaning the
church, probably because it kept me from my
own house! But it's time to move on to new
adventures where I might even find the time
to clean my own house!
Thank you all.
With thanks,
Priscilla Chellis

